Underage Drinking Prevention: Town Hall Meetings 

Mulvane Substance Abuse Task Force

For Immediate Release  
Contact: Mulvane Substance Abuse Task Force

Gary McGuire

(316) 777-1171
Gary.McGuire@carsonbank.com
Mulvane Came Together for Town Hall Meeting on Underage Drinking and Drug Use
In 2009, 42.7% of Mulvane 10thth Grade Students Reported Drinking at Least One Time in the Past 30 Days 1
 Mulvane, March 25, 2010
On March 24th, Mulvane KS held a Town Hall Meeting to alert the community about the risks of underage drinking and empower the community to take action to stop it. The Federal Government is supporting Town Hall Meetings that are taking place in communities across America this week, which coincides with the start of April’s Alcohol Awareness Month.

The Town Hall Meeting was attended by approximately 300 people. The student-created video and subsequent panel discussion educated parents, teachers, officials, youth, and other community members about underage drinking in Mulvane and the impact underage drinking and drug use has on the community. The panelists included:
Jay Ensley, Principal, Mulvane High School

Greg Williams, Power 93.9 Program Director

Chris Wells, 2003 Mulvane High School graduate and WSU student

SGT Amanda Conrad, School Resource Officer, Mulvane Police Department

Deputy District Attorney, Ron Paschal, 18th Judicial District 

Chief Dave Williams, Mulvane Police Department

Research indicates that families exert a great deal of influence on whether a child uses alcohol later in life. “What parents may not realize,” says Lisa Blume, Community Consultant at the Regional Prevention Center at Mirror Inc, “is that children say that their parents’ disapproval of underage drinking is a key reason they have chosen not to drink.”
The Mulvane Substance Abuse Task Force will continue their work in educating community members and making community changes. Randy Fox, Chair of Mulvane Substance Abuse Task Force, ended the Town Hall with a call to action and encourages all Mulvane residents to take the time to contribute to a solution.
###

1 Data is taken from the Communities That Care survey. 86.3% of 10th grade Mulvane students completed this survey.
