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The 4 P’s


BE PROMPT!
The handbook tardy policy will be followed.  No restroom passes will be granted until after the lesson is completed, so use your passing period wisely!


BE PREPARED!
Every day you will need your own pencil, paper, text and completed homework assignment.  Please do not use ink.  Classroom graphing calculators are available for school use only, as long as they are not lost or used inappropriately.  I encourage each of you to purchase a scientific calculator for home use.  They cost around $15.  


BE POLITE!
 Please be considerate and respectful of each other and of me, and I will do the same for you. Plain bottled water is allowed in the classroom, as well as candy, as long as it is unobtrusive and wrappers are properly disposed.  No other food or drink will be allowed.  No individual electronic devices will be allowed.

BE PRODUCTIVE!
Make the most, algebraically speaking, of your class time!!
In addition:

1.
Make-up tests will be given before or after school.  If you know you will be absent for a scheduled test, please make prior arrangements.  This includes absences for sporting events, field trips, etc.  Homework that is due on a day you know you will be absent is still due that day.  Just drop it in the basket any time during the day.

2.
Take notes!  No one can be expected to remember everything, and note-taking is an essential skill that connects thinking and doing.  Notes do not have to be word for word, but something that will jog your memory.  Sample problems are a good idea.

3.
Participate!!  You must have your “head in the game” in order to gain the most benefit.  Being prepared for class with pencil, book, etc, is all part of participation, as is using homework time for homework and practice time for practice.  You will begin the quarter with 25 participation points.  These can be lost for being tardy, unprepared, sleeping during class, etc.  Points can also be earned through participation in discussions, presenting board problems, etc.  
4.
There will be assignments many nights.  Papers are graded on a 10 point basis.  Some papers will be graded for effort and completion only, while others will be graded for accuracy.  Late assignments are worth half credit until the chapter test is given.  An assignment sheet will be available on my web page, as well as posted in the classroom at the beginning of each chapter.
5.
Plan on many pop-quizzes!  

6.
Sophomores will be taking the Kansas Math Assessment in the spring.  We will be working very hard to help everyone master the 15 standards that will be tested, even if you will not be testing until next year.

7.
Should you at any time wish to improve your grade on a test, just come in and see me.  We can make arrangements to review the material and schedule a re-test, but you have to ask!!

8.
My grading scale is as follows:


Homework and pop quizzes will be weighted 30% of your grade.



Tests and announced quizzes will be 60% of your grade.



Participation will be 10% of your grade.  


Final grade:
average of two quarters
85%




Final Exam (multiple choice, open notes)
15% (if applicable)

Example:  Your homework average is 85% and your test average is 75%.  You have all 25 of your participation points, or 100%.  Your 9 weeks grade is .30 times 85 + .60 times 75 + .1 times 100%, which is 25.5 + 45 + 10 or 80.5,  which would be 81%.


A
90%+



B
80%+



C
70%+



D
60%+
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Let’s see. . .now what were those 

guidelines again?
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