
August 31, 2011

This newsletter is intended for seniors and their parents.  It is to provide information.  It is only effective if students take it home as a basis for discussion.  

College visits to MHS…
These visits are held in the Auditorium unless otherwise announced.  If you are not passing courses required for graduation, stay in Advisory and get your grades taken care of first.  Reminder:  without a diploma, college and the military are not options.
· Pittsburg State University (Pittsburg, KS)
Thurs., Sept. 8
Advisory

· Wichita State University (DSI scholarship
Thurs., Sept. 12
Advisory

Competition information for seniors only)

· McPherson College (McPherson, KS)

Thurs., Sept. 22
Advisory

· Southwestern College (Winfield, KS)

Tues., Oct. 4

Advisory

· Fort Hays State University (Hays, KS)

Thurs., Oct. 6
Advisory

· Wichita State University (Wichita, KS)

Thurs., Oct. 20
Advisory

(open to all juniors and seniors)

· Emporia State University (Emporia, KS)
Thurs., Nov. 10
Advisory

· Washburn University (Topeka, KS)

Tues., Nov. 22
Advisory

College visits to post-secondary institutions… (the term college refers loosely to any post-secondary school, including 2-year community colleges, trade/vocational schools, 4-year colleges)
Seniors may take up to 3 college visits.  No visits are allowed after May 1.  The days may be taken as 3 separate days or taken all together if you need time for travel.  To take these days so they don’t affect perfect attendance, complete a “college visit form” from the Counseling Office and turn it in prior to the day you are to be gone.  Failure to turn in a completed form prior to your visit day results in it being treated as an excused absence, and may be your “personal day” for that semester.  

Upcoming College Events…
Mark your calendar.

McPherson College is hosting “Senior Day” on September 9.  The event will run from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Lunch will be served to those who are interested.  If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Mallory Mock at mockm@mcpherson.edu.
Wichita State is hosting “Scholarship Information Nights.”  The nearest location is Derby High School on September 8. The program begins at 6:00 p.m.  RSVP online at www.wichita.edu/admissions.  Click on “RSVP for an Event” or call the Office of Admissions at (316) 978-3085.

Hutchinson Community College is hosting its annual “Fire Science Field Day” on October 12.  This event runs from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Spaces are limited.  Register by October 7, but register early if you want to insure your spot.  Former students who have attended this event have shared that it was a great experience.  Register by contacting the admissions department online at admissions@hutchcc.edu, or call the admissions department at 620-665-3535.

Hutchinson Community College is hosting HCC Senior Day on October 28, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Registration will be coming soon for this event.  
Pittsburg State University is hosting their “Rumble in the Jungle” Saturday visits on September 10, and November 12.  The days’ events include tours, talking with advisors from different departments, and a football game.  Contact the admissions department at www.pittstate.edu/ or call 1-800-854-PITT (7488).
Salina Area Technical College is hosting Senior Days on Friday, September 9 or Friday, November 11.  For more information or to register, visit them online at 222.salinatech.edu, or call them toll free at 800-466-7989.
**Reminder:  use college websites to learn more about upcoming events, scholarship information, application process and forms, degrees and programs offered.  If you can spend hours on Facebook, you can find a few minutes to plan for your future.  Many colleges now have Facebook pages available.  Check them out!!
ACT Testing Information…


MHS School Code – 172-125

You must register online at www.actstudent.org.  Fee waivers are available if students are on free/reduced lunches.  See Mrs. Brown.
If you receive testing accommodations through an IEP or 504 Plan, you may qualify for accommodations on the ACT.  There is a special application for these accommodations.  The process of applying for accommodations may take about 8-10 weeks so please see Mrs. Brown early if interested.
	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	(Late Fee Required)

	
	
	

	October 22, 2011
	September 16, 2011
	September 17 – 30, 2011

	December 10, 2011
	November 4, 2011
	November 5 – 18, 2011

	February 11, 2012*
	January 13, 2012
	January 14 – 20, 2012

	April 14, 2012
	March 9, 2012
	March 10 – 23, 2012

	June 9, 2012
	May 4, 2012
	May 5 – 18, 2012


The ACT is given at MHS in October, December, and June.

2011 – 2012 ACT Fees and Services

[image: image1.png]


All fees are nonrefundable unless otherwise noted.

Basic registration fee (per test option)

	ACT (No Writing)
	$34.00

	Includes reports for you, your high school (if you authorize reporting), and up to four college choices (if valid codes are provided when you register).

	ACT Plus Writing
	$49.50

	Includes reports for you, your high school (if you authorize reporting), and up to four college choices (if valid codes are provided when you register). The $15.50 Writing Test fee is refundable, on written request if you are absent on test day or switch to the ACT (No Writing) before testing begins.


Additional registration fees and services
Add to the basic fee for your test option (except for the Test Center Change)
	5th and 6th college choices
	add $10.00 each

	Requested online before the test date; refundable on written request, if you do not test. Find out how much it costs to send your scores after you test.

	
	

	Telephone re-registration
	add $13.00

	
	

	Late registration fee (U.S. or Canada only)
	add $21.00

	For registration or test date change submitted during the late period for a national test date.

	
	

	Standby testing on test day
	add $42.00

	
	

	International testing (required outside the U.S. or Canada)
	add $27.00

	The ACT Plus Writing is not available at international test centers on the February test date.

	
	

	Test date change
	add $21.00

	For different date only if absent or unable to test on original date. If you request a test date change after the regular deadline for the new date, you must also add the late fee. You will be charged the full basic fee for your new test date plus $21.00 ($42.00 if you register during the late period). Your basic fee for the original test date will be promptly refunded. 

	
	

	Test center change
	$21.00

	For the same test date.

	
	

	Viewing scores and score report online
	FREE

	
	

	Test Information Release (TIR) service
	add $18.00

	SAT Testing Information…

We also have information for the SAT exam in the Counseling Office if this is the test you prefer.  If you took the PSAT in October of your sophomore and/or junior year, you are familiar with the format of this exam.


Scholarship Opportunities…
Specific Scholarships:
Washington University in St. Louis is asking for nominations for the Danforth Scholars Program.  If you are considering Washington University, and you’d like to be considered for their Scholars Program, see Mrs. Brown in the next week.

Gates Millennium Scholars (GMS) Program selects a group of 1,000 students nationwide as Millennium Scholars.  This is a renewable, need-basedm merit scholarship program.  The criteria includes:  1) applicant must be an African American, American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian Pacific Islander American, or Hispanic American; 2) applicants must be a citizen, national or legal permanent resident of the U.S.;  3) applicants must have a cumulative GPA of 3.3 on an unweighted 4.0 grading scale; 4) must be planning to attend an accredited college or university in the fall of 2012 as a full-time, degree-seeking, first-year student; applicants must demonstrate leadership abilities through community service or extracurricular activities; 5) applicants must meet Federal Pell Grant eligibility criteria; and 6) applicants must have completed and submitted all required forms (the student application, an educator’s evaluation of the student’s academic record, and an evaluation of the student’s community service and leadership activities.)  All forms must be submitted by the January 11, 2012 deadline.
General Information:  



Types of scholarships:


Merit – you earn these scholarships due to high grades and test scores, or for a specific talent you have developed (ex:  vocal music – these type of scholarships typically require an audition.)

Activity – you qualify for these scholarships for your participation in an activity at the school of your choice.  (ex:  pep band or marching band)

Need-based – you qualify for these scholarships based on financial information provided to the college through the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) application.  The FAFSA can be officially filed after January 1, 2012.  We will have a Financial Aid Night in early January for seniors and their parents to learn more about this process.

Scholarship Timeline:

Fall of Senior year:

· Apply for national or “outside” scholarships that you can locate on scholarship search websites or that I make you aware of through Senior Notes.  Each of these scholarships has its own criteria and its own deadline.  Students who earn these scholarships can apply this money to any accredited post-secondary institution, unless the scholarship otherwise specifies.  Read the applications carefully, and turn in all of the information requested.  Typically, national scholarships may receive thousands of applications.  If you want a chance, you have to be careful and thorough.  If you need help, see Mrs. Brown.  See the scholarship search sites below.  When you search websites for scholarships, be careful.  Some are free, and some are not.  If they want to charge you, get out of that site.  The sites I’ve listed below are free.  Some are better than others so check them out.
· Important:  be careful of scholarship scams where a group guarantees you’ll earn a scholarship for a certain fee.  All these groups do is provide you with these sites.  If they want to guarantee you money, they should get out their checkbook and write you a check.  There are no guarantees.

Kaarme - Unlike many other scholarship search and information sites, this one requires no registration and no contact or personal information

CollegeBoard Scholarship Search - The College Board’s free scholarship search utilizes a database of more than 2,300 sources of college funding totaling almost $3 billion in scholarships and aid.

GoCollege - Their search encompasses 800,000 individual awards worth over $2.8 billion in scholarships, and they say they maintain a strict privacy policy

FreeScholarshipSearch - This site doesn't list as many scholarships as some sites, but it's very well done and lists some awards not often found elsewhere.

CollegeNet/Mach 25 - Allows you to search through 600,000 awards for scholarship matches.

http://www.college-scholarships.com/free_scholarship_searches.htm
http://www.fastweb.com/
· Apply for institutional scholarships that can be used only at the institution that is sponsoring the scholarship.  Institutional scholarships may include merit scholarships, activity scholarships, or need-based scholarships.  This is the largest source of financial assistance for most students.  These can be competitive so make sure you get your applications in on time.  Exceptions cannot be made to be fair to all applicants.  
· Common examples of institutional scholarships include the Wichita State DSI, Wallace Engineering, and Barton Business School competitions.  You must be admitted to WSU no later than October 1 (one month from now), in order to participate.  Another example is K-State’s Foundation or Putnum Scholars.  These are due no later than November 1.  

^^Cowley County Community College will request a list of students who have a minimum GPA of 3.0, those who have an ACT of 26 or higher, and students with a 4.0.  They award scholarships accordingly.  You may never complete an application, but you may receive a letter of award in late November or early December.  You can accept or decline as you need.

**Note:  some colleges also have Honors Programs for top students.  These usually require an application, and possibly, an interview.  Check with schools as you visit them to see if they have these opportunities available.
Spring of Senior year:

· Apply for local (Mulvane and Wichita-area) scholarships that are awarded at Senior Awards each spring.  These scholarships may vary year-to-year based on the various organizations’ ability to raise the money.  Mrs. Brown starts to receive information in February each year, and she’ll keep you informed of these scholarships as they become available.
Tips for completing scholarship applications:

· Apply for as many as you are capable.

· Be neat – you only have one chance to make a good first impression.  Have someone else look over your application if you aren’t sure what may be wrong.
· Check your spelling.  This is one of the first reasons a college or organization may eliminate your application from the pile.

· For letters of recommendation, make sure you ask a reliable source – teacher, Counselor, youth pastor, coach or sponsor, employer.  Never have a family member or friend write the letter.  Your letters need to be objective.  You should ask someone who can speak to your strengths, talents, loyalty, etc.

· Make a list of the activities within and outside of school that you’ve participated in during your high school years.  Include job experiences.  This is your chance to share, and it’s not considered bragging.

· Do something that you can call community service.  This is a “big” consideration for applications now.  Colleges want well-rounded students who will be involved in school and their local community.  A student with straight A’s, but no other involvement, is not necessarily what schools want these days.

· Don’t shy away from scholarships that require an essay.  These may be the scholarships that get the fewest applications because it takes effort to write.  See Mrs. Brown for help with writing essays if you aren’t sure what you should write.
