May 8, 2012 Mulvane School Bond Election 

Frequently Asked Questions
What was the process used in determining what should be in this bond plan?

Work on the school bond issue has been ongoing for the past two years.  The board of education, carefully reviewed the survey information following the last bond attempt in 2009.  The Board of Education also spoke with residents and school officials to determine the most pressing needs.  Board members then formed design teams of school and community representatives to determine the most efficient and realistic ways to meet those needs.  Their findings make up this school bond proposal.  The Board of Education carefully and diligently formed this proposal to ensure the safety and security of our children and create an environment most conducive to learning.  The Board of Education desires to be good stewards of taxpayers’ money and also wants to do the best job possible for our most precious assets, our children.
What about the other projects previously identified by the community?

After carefully considering feedback from the community, the Board of Education is placing the most urgent projects before voters.

Won’t the additional property tax from the casino take care of the district needs?

No, the school district does not realize a significant increase in funding with the increase in property tax valuation.  Of the current budget, only about 2% is not equalized by the state.  Equalization is the states way to ensure an equitable education can be provided to all students regardless of where they live.  This means the state provides additional funding to low property tax value districts (i.e. Mulvane).  The majority of additional tax money collected from the casino will result in a reduction in state aid.  Capital outlay (currently at 1.0 mill) is the only portion of the budget that is not equalized by the state.  Based on the current mill rate and anticipated casino valuation in 2015, the school district budget is estimated to increase $72,000 per year which is well short of the district facility needs. 

What is a mill and how much will it cost?

-A mill is one dollar of tax for each $1,000 of assessed value.  Assessed value for a home is the appraised value multiplied by 11.5% (state law).  Therefore 1 mill equals $11.50 for a $100,000 home.

-With bond approval, the net increase to local taxpayers would be an estimated 1.5 mills. A net increase of 1.5 mills represents added taxes of $1.44 per month or $17.25 per year on a $100,000 home in USD 263.

What will happen if the bond issue doesn’t pass?

Our immediate needs will not disappear and a no vote will likely cause the school district to levy a higher mill rate than what is currently proposed.  To address our needs with capital outlay dollars, it would take far more mills and an even longer time period than the bond issue proposal
What is the state aid?

The current state finance formula allows additional state aid to pay a portion of the project and interest cost on the proposed bonds.  The percentage of state aid (currently 51%) is based on our district's wealth per pupil.  With the anticipated significant increase in our district's assessed valuation due to the casino development, we are anticipating a drop in our bond & interest state aid to 20% by 2015.  The total state aid benefit (both principal and interest) is an estimated $3,805,000.  These are tax monies that can be brought back from Topeka to the benefit of our children and the Mulvane community.  The Governor has proposed an end to the offer of this state aid for bond issues effective June 30, 2012, so now may be a last chance opportunity to take advantage of this program.

When will the school bond go before voters? 

The Board of Education has approved a school bond election on Tuesday, May 8, 2012.  The election will be held at the First Baptist Church and will be open for voting on Election Day from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Both machine voting and paper ballot voting options are available.  As of January 1, 2012, every voter must show photo ID when voting.

For your convenience there are several other voting options!

· Thursday, May 3, 2012

12 Noon – 7:00 p.m. 
Location - First Baptist Church
· Friday 4, 2012


12 Noon – 7:00 p.m.
Location - First Baptist Church
· Saturday May 5, 2012

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Location – First Baptist Church
How do I register to vote? 

Registration Requirements
To vote, you must register with the Election Office, be a United States citizen, and be at least 18 years old by the next general election.  

Registration Application
Complete a Kansas Voter Registration Application and submit it to the Election Office.  Applications are also available at the Election Office.  You must register before April 17, 2012!! 

When is the last day I can register to vote? 

April 17, 2012 is the last date citizens may register to vote on the Mulvane School District bond election.  

How do I vote by absentee ballot?

To vote by mail, complete an Advance Voting Application and mail or fax it to the Election Office.  The election office must have the Advanced Voting Application by May 2.  They will start mailing ballots 20 days prior to Election Day.  The voted ballot must be returned to the Election Office by 7 p.m. on Election Day.

